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The Circuit Rider Published October 30, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2013 Conference Journal, Vol. 1, 2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 
1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 19:1-10
New International Version (NIV)

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A 
man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who 
Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over 
the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
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9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came 
to seek and to save the lost.”

Please continue to pray for Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.,  

who is scheduled to have surgery for prostate cancer November 12. 

... 

Those who wish to send well-wishes to the bishop may send them by mail to: 

Mississippi Area of The United Methodist Church,  

320-E Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206, 

or by email to: PrayersforBishopSwanson@gmail.com,   

or post comments to Bishop Swanson’s Facebook page,  

https://www.facebook.com/BishopJamesESwansonSr.

Mississippi UMC Participates in 
Conference Call on Proposed 
SNAP Cuts 
To listen to a recording of the media briefing conference 
call that includes a statement from the Rev. Dr. Connie 
Shelton, the director of communications and connectional 
ministries for the Mississippi Annual Conference, dial 
605-475-4099 using access code 1044250#. Then press # again to listen to the most recent recording. The message below was released 
to the public October 30, 2013. 

Southern Religious Leaders Oppose Proposed SNAP Cuts
Congregations Would Be Unable to Cover Costs of Feeding Programs for Communities in Need

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In response to proposed cuts by both the  House and the Senate to the nation’s 
primary food assistance program, top religious leaders from around the Southeast today spoke out in sup-
port of this vital program, responding to the assumption of some federal lawmakers that faith communi-
ties can pick up the cost of cuts to the USDA’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

In advance of the first public meeting of the Farm Bill conference committee today, top religious leaders from 
across the South hosted a media briefing conference call to discuss concerns about the effect of SNAP cuts on 
the poor and working poor in a region of the nation with the highest rates of poverty. 

With federal financial support for SNAP decreasing and individual need increasing, religious social services are 
overwhelmed with the nation’s economic struggles--reflected not only in their efforts to keep up with need, but 
in the budgets of their own congregants. According to a study by the Barna Group, Americans reduced their 
annual tithing and giving by 34 percent in a three-month span between April 2012 and July 2012, and 11 per-
cent of those who reduced their giving stopped altogether. While faith-based giving continues to decrease, the 
demand for services continues to rise. Nationwide, religiously affiliated food pantries and soup kitchens are seeing up to a 100 percent 
increase in need, up from the past three years. 
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Bread for the World estimates there are approximately 350,000 religious congregations in the U.S. The House would cut $40 billion 
from SNAP, adding to the $11 billion in cuts resulting from the premature expiration of the 2009 Recovery Act. (The act, also known as 
ARRA, increased SNAP benefits as a way of reducing economic hardship and boosting economic recovery.) To make up for these reduc-
tions, each religious congregation in the U.S. would need to increase its food assistance by nearly $15,000 a year for the next 10 years, 
totaling more than $145,000.  

According to the latest analysis from the Food Research and Action Center, SNAP caseload in the eight Southeastern states has increased 
65.9 percent over the past 5 years. In 2012 alone, more than 11.5 million residents in these states participated in the SNAP program, 
amounting to 18.5 percent of their total populations. The table below details the individual child poverty rates and rankings for each of 
the Southeastern states, as well as the rate of increase in SNAP recipients since the recession. By comparison, the national child poverty 
rate is 22.6 percent, which means every Southeastern state exceeds the U.S. average.

Studies from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities show SNAP to be highly efficient. Ninety-five percent of funds through SNAP 
go directly to food assistance; fewer than 2 percent of funds are issued to households in error. A critical tool in helping families and chil-
dren escape poverty, SNAP is responsible for lifting 4 million people out of poverty in 2012 (a record high) and reducing hardship for 
millions more. Few charities or other government programs match this level of performance. 

This latest round of SNAP cuts comes when national public support for the SNAP program is at an all-time high. According to a recent 
poll by the Food Research and Action Center, 73 percent of respondents oppose cuts to SNAP, with 51 percent strongly believing SNAP 
cuts are the wrong way to address the federal deficit. A resounding 43 percent of respondents believe the federal government should be 
spending more to address hunger in America.

The Reverend Ken Carter, Bishop of the Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church, explained, “Congregations are already en-
gaged in direct response to communities, and specifically hunger, across the South. While tithing is decreasing, giving by local churches 
to human need is not decreasing, but increasing. This is due to the faithfulness and sacrifices of women and men who listen to sermons 
and respond with God’s compassion. At the same time, the dramatic cuts to SNAP and the corresponding proposed shift of responsibil-
ity are beyond the capacity of faith communities to address.”

The media briefing conference call was supported by the following national leaders:

• The Reverend Ken Carter, Bishop, Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church
• The Reverend Gregory S. Walton, President, The Florida-Georgia District of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
• The Reverend Robert G. Schaefer, Bishop of the Florida-Bahamas Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
• The Reverend Dr. Russell L. Meyer, Executive Director, Florida Council of Churches

State Child Poverty Rate National Rank Total SNAP  
Recipients

Rate of  
Increase since  
the Recession

Alabama 27.5% 5 910,244 59.2%

Georgia 27.2% 6 1,912,839 87.3%

Florida 25.4% 14 3,353,064 130.5%

Kentucky 26.5% 9 849,248 34.1%

Mississippi 34.7% 1 659,872 47.6%

North Carolina 26.0% 11 1,668,588 76.2%

South Carolina 26.9% 8 869,801 47.5%

Tennessee 25.8% 12 1,316,810 44.5%
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• Bishop Terry Allen White, Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky
• The Reverend Dr. Eric Mount, Justice Advocacy Commission, Kentucky Council of Churches
• Father Patrick Delahanty, Executive Director, Catholic Conference of Kentucky
• The Reverend Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga.
• The Reverend Dr. D. Scott Weimer, Senior Pastor, North Avenue Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga.
• The Reverend J. George Reed, Executive Director, North Carolina Council of Churches
• Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church
• The Reverend Betty L. Meadows, Transitional General Presbyter, Presbytery of Charlotte, N.C.
• The Reverend Roland Hayes, Pastor, Overlook Christian Church, Mobile, Ala.
• Marilyn D. King, M.A., LBSW, Executive Director for Catholic Social Services, Archdiocese of Mobile
• The Reverend Diane Baldwin, Pastor, Georgetown-Chunchula United Methodist Church, Chunchula, Ala.
• Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church
• The Rev. Dr. Connie M. Shelton, Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church
• The Rt. Reverend Andrew Waldo, VIIIth Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina
• The Reverend Dr. Herman R. Yoos III, Bishop of the South Carolina Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Reverend Warner Durnell, Presbytery Executive for the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee
• Suzii Paynter, Executive Coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, Atlanta, Ga.
• Rabbi Laurie Rice, Congregation Micah, Brentwood, Tenn.
• Bishop William T. McAlilly, Nashville Episcopal Area: Memphis and Tennessee Conferences
• Bishop Paul L. Leeland, Alabama-West Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church

MS United Methodists Needed for Community  
Advocate Health Training Program   
The Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church is working with the University of Missis-
sippi’s Community Health Advocate training program (CHA) to train lay community health advocates 
for each Methodist church in the state. The lay community health advocates will become certified 
health screeners in their communities trained to accurately measure blood pressure, blood sugar and 
body mass index.  Individuals with medical backgrounds (from medical secretary to a physician) can 
also train to be community health advocate trainers.

Lee Burdine, the CHA program for the Mississippi Conference is helping spread the word. 

“This basic health information advocacy training you will receive can make a major difference in your 
local community. Hopefully churches will consider registering someone for the training and start 
health team ministry for their local United Methodist congregation,” said Burdine.

People, who are health-conscious individuals and would like to serve their congregation or others in 
this manner, should consider attending one of the upcoming Community Health Advocate training 
events.  Those who are already certified in the Community Health Advocate curriculum, these training sessions could be your opportu-
nity to practice the exercises. 

Trainings are scheduled in the classroom wing at University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on the 
following dates:

• November 16, 2013
• January 18, 2014          
• February 15, 2014
• March 15, 2014

For more information and to register, contact Michael L. Jones atmljones2@umc.edu. 



Bishop Talbert Performs  
Alabama Wedding for Two Men                    
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
At 4:30 p.m. on October 26, the doors shut out the disagreements  about church law as United 
Methodists Joe Openshaw and Bobby Prince vowed to love each other for the rest of their lives in 
a wedding ceremony performed by retired Bishop Melvin G. Talbert. 

To read full story and comment, visit: 
http://umcconnections.org/2013/10/26/bishop-talbert-performs-alabama-wedding-two-men/.

Many Weigh in As Church Sees Escalating Struggle Over Homosexuality                    
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 
More than 45 participants from 10 countries and 15 institutions of higher education gathered on the Kenya Methodist University cam-
pus in Nairobi September 18-21, for the first International Conference for Educational Leadership of Methodist Universities and Institu-
tions of Higher Education in Africa. The meeting, organized by the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry, brought 
the leaders together to share information, discuss possible fundraising initiatives and explore partnership opportunities.

To read full story and comment, visit:  
http://umcconnections.org/2013/10/25/commentary-plentiful-church-struggle-homosexuality-intensifies/.  

Historic First Meeting of African Methodist School Leaders Occurs in Kenya     
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
More than 45 participants from 10 countries and 15 institutions of higher education gathered on the Kenya Methodist University cam-
pus in Nairobi September 18-21, for the first International Conference for Educational Leadership of Methodist Universities and Institu-
tions of Higher Education in Africa. The meeting, organized by the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry, brought 
the leaders together to share information, discuss possible fundraising initiatives and explore partnership opportunities.

To read full story and comment, visit:  
http://umcconnections.org/2013/10/25/historic-first-meeting-african-methodist-school-leaders-occurs-kenya/. 

Seniors at St. James UMC Fea-
tured in Local Newspaper 
The goodwill of a group of seniors at St. James United 
Methodist Church in Amory, Mississippi is the reason 
the church was recently featured in the Monroe Journal. 
Reporter Alice Ortiz, has the story on how the seniors are 
connecting with the community through a soup kitchen 
(see below). 

We Care: St. James United Methodist Reaches Out 
to Community with Weekly Soup Kitchen 
By Alice Ortiz, Monroe Journal 
AMORY - In 2011, Joe Lee Gunn of St. James United Methodist Church came up with 
the idea for the senior adults, ages 70 and older, in the church to have a weekly soup 
kitchen.

“I thought a soup kitchen would be a wonderful opportunity for the senior citizens to 
prepare, serve and fellowship with each other. It helps us get to know each other better 
and set an example for the younger members,” Gunn said.

Gunn said they invite the community in and feed them physical and spiritual food.
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People go through the line for a hearty 
meal on Wednesdays at St. James Method-
ist Church. Photo courtesy of Ray Van Dusen. 



“We prepare a meal for those who may not have received a meal that day because of health reasons or some other reason,” said Mary 
Helen Bailey, one of the senior adults involved in the ministry. 

Each week, one person prepares the meal at their home, then brings it to the church, where carryout boxes are fixed and delivered to the 
homebound. There are approximately 15 meals delivered each week to homebound people. The food is then set up in the church fellow-
ship hall for the senior citizens and community members to enjoy.

The church’s congregation donates some money to the ministry, but each person preparing the meal adds enough to make the meal 
more nutritious.

“We have had some food donated by the food pantry, if they have a surplus, and it was greatly appreciated,” said Bailey.

Attendance varies from week to week, but averages anywhere from 30 to 50 people.

The meal is held every Wednesday at noon at St. James UMC, which is located on Martin Luther King Drive. The church’s pastor is 
David McCoy.

Anyone who would like to make a donation to St. James’ soup kitchen can do so by contacting Bro. McCoy at 662-617-0581.

“We welcome anyone in the community to come and have fellowship and a meal with us,” said McCoy. “If anyone needs a meal, please 
give me a call and we will add them to our deliveries to the homebound.”

Together We Serve         
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communications Coordinator
United Methodist Women (UMW) received a warm welcome from the Reverend Andy Ray, 
Senatobia District Superintendent during the Senatobia district UMW annual meeting at 
Holly Springs First United Methodist Church on Saturday, October 26, 2013. Also pres-
ent, the Rev. Jeff Dalton, host pastor; Edna Cave, UMW President; Susan Crell, host UMW 
president; Cheryl Denley, Senatobia district secretary and many others. Ray introduced the 
Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, director of communications and connection of the Mississippi 
United Methodist Conference, as a pastor who serves the church and the community. She 
formerly served at Galloway UMC, Court Street UMC, the Methodist Hour and now she 
works for the entire state and reaches out to the world through her appointment as a mis-
sion strategist to the Bishop’s cabinet.

Shelton reminded everyone that as a connected people, Methodists belong to each other. 
She urged the audience to be real, truthful and to live authentic lives as a church. When she 
sang “It Is Well With My Soul” her voice amazingly sent a powerful message even before she 

preached. Her sermon, taken from I 
Corinthians 12, was about each person 
having something special to do that 
shows others who God is, through dif-
ferent strengths and abilities. Together all serve as the body of Christ, doing divinely 
gifted work, being supportive of each other, relying on Him to transform service 
together into greater achievements than one could do alone.

Nellie Smith, UMW vice president then led the memorial service, followed by 
Nathan Hickerson, Senatobia district United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) coordinator, who shared news about the district mission trip to El 
Salvador planned for July 12-19, 2014.  Next was the awarding of the certificates of 
achievements and then the benediction.

After lunch, the group gathered at Asbury UMC to participate in the Stop Hun-
ger Now packing event. Matt Casteel, program manager of Stop Hunger Now in 

Jackson, told the volunteers about the importance of the program and the need to provide for those who are hungry and those who are 
literally starving to death each day. Casteel organized participants into working groups, starting with those who prepared and labeled the 
boxes, next groups that placed the food and vitamins into the packets, then those who collected the packets to take to another group that 
was responsible for weighing and sealing packets and lastly, those who would load the boxes that were ready for shipment onto the truck.  
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Back row l to r:  Rev. Dr. Connie Shel-
ton, Rev. Jeff Dalton and Rev. Andy 
Ray; front row l to r:  Edna Cave and 
Cheryl Denley

Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton as she sang “It Is 
Well With My Soul.”



This year’s UMW annual meeting was a time of Christian fellowship, a time of worship and reflection and a time of serving in a mission 
project to care for the hungry. The day was a living example of the body of Christ, each member with an important contribution, wor-
shipping and working together to share the love of Jesus in the community and the world. 

Rust College Welcomes Grammy-Nominated Alumnae as Convocation 
Speaker for Founders’ Celebration 2013 
Rust College will welcome alumnus and Grammy-nominated artist Anita Ward Richardson, 
‘78, as keynote speaker during the 147th Founders’ Convocation. The convocation will be held 
Sunday, November 10 at 11:00 a.m. in Morehouse Auditorium of the Doxey Alumni Fine 
Arts-Communication Building.

Richardson skyrocketed to the top of the charts at age 22 with disco hit “Ring My Bell.” Born 
in Memphis, Tennessee, the oldest of five children, Richardson says singing came naturally to 
her. She grew up singing in her local church, as well as various other churches. While attend-
ing Rust College, she was a member of the Rust College A’Cappella choir, where she quickly 
became a featured vocalist. Her first professional recording was with the choir as they accom-
panied opera singer Leontyne Price.

With the success of “Ring My Bell,” Richardson went on to extensive tours in the United States 
and Europe, including Spain, Germany and the Netherlands. She has also toured and per-
formed in Central and South America, Mexico and Brazil. Her television appearances include: 
“The Midnight Special,” “The Merv Griffin Show,” “American Bandstand” and “Top of the Pop in England.”

During the 1990s, she chose to resume teaching, a career she began prior to her worldwide hit. She says although she is a full-time wife 
and mother, music has never ceased to be a part of her life. Richardson’s hit “Ring My Bell” is still popular around the world. It was 
featured on Wii’s Gameplay “Just Dance (November 2009) and has been featured on the soundtracks of 14 movies over the past three 
decades; as recently as 2010 in “The Book of Eli.” 

Stop Hunger Now and Millsaps College to Package Meals on Nov. 10            
Millsaps College students and volunteers from the Jackson metro area are scheduled to partner 
with Stop Hunger Now and package dehydrated meals on November 10 beginning at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Maurice H. Hall Activities Center at Millsaps College.

Three hundred volunteers are needed to reach the goal of 
packaging 100,000 dehydrated meals comprised of rice, soy, 
vegetables, flavoring and 21 essential vitamins and miner-
als. Church groups, civic organizations and  individuals are 
welcome to participate. Stop

Hunger Now, an international relief organization, coor-
dinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid 

around the world.  To register as a volunteer for the November 10 event, go to http://events.stophungernow.org/millsapscommunity. 
For more information, go to www.facebook.com/events/444000919051292/.

The Rev. Chris Donald, Millsaps College chaplain, and organizers Alexis Guice, president of the Millsaps chapter of Omicron Delta 
Kappa, and Sara Del Castillo, president of the Millsaps chapter of Sigma Lambda, hope the event will bring the Jackson community 
together and provide education about the issues of poverty and hunger affecting millions of people around the world.

“Millsaps College is proud to host the Stop Hunger Now community packaging event in hopes of increasing awareness of world hun-
ger,” Guice said. “As a community dedicated to service, it is our hope that the 100,000 meals that will be packaged on November 10 will 
make a positive impact on the lives of those suffering from hunger around the world.”

Around the world, more than 868 million people lack adequate food and more than 25,000 die each day from hunger-related illnesses. 
Stop Hunger Now operates meal packaging locations in 17 cities throughout the United States and international locations in South 
Africa and Malaysia.  

For more information, contact Matt Casteel at mcasteel@stophungernow.org.
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Open Enrollment for 
Medical Insurance Ends   
October 31, 2013            
The Board of Medical Benefits declared October 2013 as 
open enrollment for medical, dental and vision insur-
ance.  If you are serving full-time or are a retired minister 
who did not elect coverage at retirement and would like to 
enroll, please contact Larry Davis, benefits administrator 
at the conference office at 601-354-0515.  The deadline to enroll is 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 31, 2013.  

Hinds Chapel UMW to Host Annual Soup Sale
November 2, 2013
The United Methodist Women of Hinds Chapel UMC in Lake Cormorant will host their annual fall soup sale Saturday, November 2, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Various soups, chili and stew will be served with cornbread, drinks and dessert for 
$7.  Take-out soups in quart sizes will be available for $7 each.  A bake sale and white elephant sale will also be held.  Funds raised will be 
used for various mission projects.  The church is located at 5105 Church Road (at the corner of Church and Fogg Roads).

Smith/Simpson Cluster to Hold Harvest Fest Service
November 10, 2013   
The Smith/Simpson Cluster of United Methodist churches will hold their annual Harvest Fest service at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10, 2013 at Magee UMC in Magee, Mississippi.  Everyone is invited to attend and celebrate together God’s blessings of this season.  
The Rev. Hiram Coker of Mendenhall UMC will deliver the sermon with other pastors from the cluster churches participating in the 
service.  A cluster choir, composed of members from the cluster churches, will meet at 4:00 p.m. to practice the special music.  A dona-
tion will be collected for the Bethlehem Center of Jackson, a mission project of the cluster. Refreshments and fellowship will follow the 
evening service.

Churches to Host Free Thanksgiving Dinner for Community
November 21, 2013              
The community is invited to a free Thanksgiving dinner on Thursday, November 21 at 5:00 p.m. The dinner, hosted by Hinds Chapel 
and Horn Lake, both United Methodist churches, will be held at Hinds Chapel, located at 5105 Church Road (at the corner of Church 
and Fogg Roads) in Lake Cormorant. Turkey, dressing and all the trimmings will be served.

Senatobia District Lay Servant School
February 22, 2014            
The Senatobia District of the Mississippi Annual Conference Lay Servant School sponsored by the DeSoto County Cluster of the Sena-
tobia District will take place on Saturday, February 22, 2014 at Hernando UMC. The church address is 1890 Mt. Pleasant Road Her-
nando, Mississippi. For more information click here to view the brochure.

Plan Now to Attend the 2014 Whole Woman Spiritual Formation Retreat
February 28-March 2, 2014              
The United Methodist Women of St. Paul- Moss Point will host the 2014 Whole Woman Spiritual Formation Retreat. Join women from 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast to the Mississippi Delta in a spirit-charged retreat to refresh, renew and reconnect oneself in the true spirit 
of the Lord through fun, daily activities. This retreat, over a span of three days, is designed for women who desire to be renewed in the 
Spirit. The retreat will take place Friday, February 28 through March 2, 2014 at 1410 Leggett Drive in Biloxi, Mississippi.

The cost is $109 per person and rooms and meals are included. The payment deadline is January 10, 2014 and check in begins Friday at 
3:00 p.m.

For more information, call 228-475-6996, 601-671-1555 or visit www.seashoreassembly.org.
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Live Nativity - Johnston Chapel UMC  
December 5-7, 2013
Johnston Chapel UMC is set to host its annual drive through live  nativity with 12 scenes 
including live actors and live animals along a one-and-a-half mile stretch of Johnston Chapel 
Road, in Summit, Mississippi. The public can visit December 5-7 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served in the fellowship hall.  This is free to public. Buses are welcome. 
Call 601-276-7971 for more information.   

Announcements:
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting Meditations
The following link will take you to five different sets of readings  to accompany lighting the Advent 
wreath candles for home, Sunday School or worship. Free downloads: http://bit.ly/19N8CPb.

Veterans Day or Armistice Day
November 11, 2013
Resources for honoring military veterans, from United Methodist Communications 
(http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.7766827/k.32A4/Ministry_With_Those_Who_
Serve.htm) and from United Methodist Board of Discipleship (http://www.gbod.org/planning-calendar/veterans-day).  

Engage in Global Mission Without Leaving your Church 
An online mission “trip” is a sacrifice of time and could include Skype calls, video testimonies, 
online prayer rooms and more. Get your tech gurus excited and involve people unable to be part 
of a typical on-site mission team. For more information, go to http://www.umcom.org/site/apps/
nlnet/content3.aspx. 

Workshop on Advocacy
November 12-14, 2013
Training for anyone asked to be an advocate for a pastor or lay person. To register and learn the cost and location, contact the Rev. 
Jerry Eckert of Associates in Advocacy at aj_eckert@hotmail.com. Registration limited.   

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014

Employment Opportunities
• Part-Time Youth Minister
McLaurin Heights United Methodist Church in Pearl, Mississippi is seeking a committed and motivated Christian as its part-time 
youth minister.  For more information on this ministry position, contact the Rev. Vicki Landrum at pastormhumc@bellsouth.
net, 325 Mary Ann Drive, Pearl, MS  39208, or call 601-939-2163.

• First United Methodist Church of Water Valley
First United Methodist Church of Water Valley is seeking to fill the part-time position of Director of Music Ministries. Those 
interested should contact the church office at 662-473-2682. Resumes should be sent to watervalleyfumc@gmail.com or mailed 
to P.O. Box 288, Water Valley, MS 38965.

• Church Secretary/Treasurer - Crystal Springs UMC
Crystal Springs UMC has an opening for a Church Secretary/Treasurer whose principal function will be to perform the clerical 
and financial duties necessary to the operation of the church. Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED (prefer a BS/ 
BA degree in a related field) must possess the necessary skills in computer software, including current financial software, have 
good communication and time management skills, and be able to be bonded. At least two (2) years’ experience is preferred. Ben- 
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efits and salary will be dependent upon experience/education. CSUMC is an ‘at will’ employer. Resumes, postmarked no later 
than November 1, 2013, should be sent to the attention of Hugh Webb, PPRC Chairperson, at 306 W. Georgetown St., Crystal 
Springs, MS 39059.

• Program Director - Camp Lake Stephens 
Camp Lake Stephens, a United Methodist Camp and Retreat Center in Oxford, Mississippi is seeking to hire a program director. 
This position is a full time position with competitive salary, insurance, benefits and on-site housing is provided.
An understanding of The United Methodist Church and its structure, experience in both summer camp and retreat ministry and 
a certification in Camping and Retreat Ministry is preferred (willingness to pursue this certification is acceptable). An ideal candi- 
date has a Master of Divinity or commensurate theological education and experience. A willingness to creatively lead and sustain 
a year-round program including retreats for children, youth, ministers and older adults is a must. The program director’s duty 
will also include: hiring and training of 50+ summer staff, maintaining and creating summer schedules and assisting in following 
American Camp Association accreditation guidelines.
All interested applicants can send a resume and letter of interest to Camp Lake Stephens executive director, Darrell Whitaker at 
Darrell@camplakestephens.com. Applications received by November 15 will be given priority.

• Coordinator of Congregational Development, New York Annual Conference
The New York Annual Conference is seeking a coordinator of congregational development and revitalization (CCDR) to provide 
visionary leadership in implementing strategies for planting new faith communities and revitalizing existing congregations. As 
a member of the extended cabinet, the CCDR will work with congregations in the annual conference as well as parish develop- 
ment, the bishop and the cabinet. Base salary is $65-75,000, depending upon experience. The compensation package includes a 
housing allowance, full benefits and a reimbursement account. Start date is January 6, 2014.
The ideal candidate will have a master’s degree and 10 years of experience in congregational development. To apply, email a cover 
letter and resume to “CCDR Search Committee” at jobs@nyac-umc.com. Please do not call the conference office about this posi- 
tion.
Candidates without relevant congregational development experience or who do not submit both a cover letter and resume will 
not be considered. The deadline for applications is October 31, 2013. A detailed job description is listed below and is also at- 
tached to this email.
Job Title: Coordinator of Congregational Development and Revitalization  
Department/Area: Connectional Ministries  
Reports to: Director of Connectional Ministries 
Direct Reports: None
Classification: Regular Full-Time Exempt  
Summary: The coordinator of congregational development/revitalization provides visionary leadership in developing systems 
and implementing strategies for revitalizing existing congregations and starting new faith communities. As a member of the 
extended cabinet, the CCDR works closely with all congregations within the annual conference as well as parish development, the 
bishop and the cabinet.
Principal Duties or Tasks:
• Develop an intentional strategy for new church starts (using “Vision Bearers” and “PATH 1” programs) and offer creative re- 
sourcing for these starts. 
• Focuses on increasing the number of vital congregations that are effective in making disciples of Jesus Christ, utilizing programs 
such as “Vital Congregations/Incubator Training” and “Rethink Church.” 
• Works with the bishop and cabinet to identify churches that should be targeted for growth, merger or closing. 
• Works with parish development, cabinet and bishop in assessing locations for new ministry and possible areas of cooperation 
and shared ministry.
• Provides leadership, cross-communication and identifies/positions resources for congregational development and revitalization. 
• Designs and facilitates workshops for local churches to foster revitalization and growth. 
• Champions a culture of welcome and inclusiveness throughout the annual conference. 
• Provides assessment tools, analysis and interpretation of results for local church revitalization.
• Identifies, recruits and trains facilitators to work with local churches and pastors to foster organizational health, vitality, and 
growth. 
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• Leads efforts to help develop faith communities with emerging populations.
• Stays connected with the United Methodist network of Congregational Developers and keeps abreast of workshops offered, etc.
Qualifications:
• Master’s degree in theology/divinity (or equivalent field) preferred with at least 10 years of related experience and/or training
• Seasoned, experience-based knowledge of new faith community development. 
• Ability to create and oversee organizational systems capable of implementing vision-based plans and practices. 
• Experience in entrepreneurial leadership.
• Ability to identify and mentor effective organizational leaders. 
• Knowledge of and personal commitment to the advancement of diversity (culture, race, ethnicity, gender, theology, etc.).
• Skill in organizational effectiveness 
• Ability to build and lead teams. 
• Skill in using Microsoft Office products, especially Word, Excel, Access and Outlook. 
• Strong written and oral communication skills 
• Knowledge of and ability to utilize the latest communication technologies. 
• Skill in public speaking and ability to deliver effective presentations to diverse audiences 
• Willingness to work weekend and evening hours as needed; willingness and ability to travel by car as necessary to locations 
throughout the NYAC service area.  

Pasties (Michigan Meat Pie)    
4 pie crusts (2 without pan)
5 to 6 regular size carrots
1 pound sirloin tips
½ onion (optional)
6 to 8 medium potatoes
Cheese (optional)
Peel potatoes and carrots.  Cut meat, potatoes and 
carrots into small cubes.  Mix together in bowl.  Take two pie shells in pans, and distribute evenly.  Season the way you like.  
Cover with other pie shells (not in pans).  Poke holes in it so it can cook evenly.  Bake at 375 degrees for one hour, or until 
done.  Check potatoes to see if they are soft. You may need to adjust oven if pie crust is browning too fast.

– Robbie Murden, “Loaves and Fishes” 
from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next issue of The Circuit Rider, but 
the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so share 
your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Method-
ist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up 
for ConnecTText.  The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happen-
ings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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